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INSTITUTIONALISM IN RUSSIA IN 1231010S:
AN INVERSION CYCLE?

KIRDINA SVETLANA, G.,

Doctor of Sociological Sciences (PhD),
Institute of Economics, Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow,
e-mail: kirdina777@gmail.com

This inquiry explores and details the slowed and often thwarted development of
institutional thought in Russia, and then its later flourishing. | use Alexandr
Akhiezerf6s term of oOinversion cyclesdé6 as a wa)
divide the arrival and advancement of the institutional field of inquiry into two distinct
phases, with the first defined as a Thwarted Phase that becomes evident in the 1930s.
At the first phase (1930 -80-s) there was a complete negation of both the old
institutionalism and the new institutionalism. The Flourishing Phase commences with

the start of the1990s and continues up to the present. At that stage we can see a broad
and uncritical absorption of institutional economics ideas. | draw relationships with

how some of the long term effects stemming from the October Revolution of 1917, the
founding of the USSR in 1921, and the tradition of dialectical materialism derived
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from Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, effectively thwarted the institutional approach to
Economic Science for almost all of the Soviet era. The Flourishing Phase can be
distinguished by the start of the transition to market economy, the emergence of
independent presses, and the translation of key institutionalist documents, plus the
dissemination of articles and books authored by Russian scholars¥with some reaching
into university curriculums. Relatedly, and in conclusion, | offer insights into the
prospects for the emergence of a distinct "Russian Institutionalism" and based upon
original contributions from Russian scholars relying upon contemporary methodological

principles.

Keywords: Russian economic thought; institutional economics; Marxist political

economy; Russia; Soviet Union; Thorstein Veblen. :
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This paper is devoted to the research of the history of participation Benenson and
Golitsyn in the formation of financial and industrial group Russian -British bank in the
Russian Empire. It is necessary to emphasize, that in the beginning of the 20 century joint
-stock companies have occupied a prevailing situation in the main industrial and
financial spheres of the Russian economy already. The densities of production, made by
them, was dominant in many industries, making 70 -80%, and sometimes more. The
formation and successful operation of the integrated companies and, above all, financial
and industrial structures (groups) is undoubtedly the most important factor in improving

the efficiency and sustained growth in industrial production. The analysis of
participation of G. Benenson and A. Golitsyn in the activity of the Russian  -English bank
and joint -stock company allows to reveal most important for leading branches of the
Russian economy institutional parameters of industrial business in the beginning of the

20 century, including: a) Larger or smaller independence owners in those or other kinds

of enterprise activity; b) Availability business and socio -cultural connections among other
businessmen; c) Efficiency to achieve a balance of individual and group interests; d) A
management of the firms having more open (joint -stock structures), or closed (share
structures), kind of activity. The process of the company involving in the financial -
industrial groups had, sometimes, inconsistent contents, was exposed to influence both
positive, and negative economic, sociocultural and political factors (economic crisises,
revolution, wars, ethnic and religious conflicts etc.). However general tendency in the
development of a integrated component of the Russian business carried in the beginning
of the 20 century in the whole favorable orientation, potentially promoting large changes

in socio economic structure of the Russian society in this period.

Keywords : Russia; history; G. Benenson; A. Golitsyn; financial and industrial group;
commercial banks; joint stock company; the balance of interests; ownership; management.
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Since early 2000s a policy of attracting private operators to public utilities, which should
help to increase productivity, reduce costs, and as a result, reduce utility prices takes
place in Russia. The aim of the study is to identify the relationship between institutional
arrangements and pricing for water and wastewater services.

Applying statistical and cluster analysis to empirical data on water utilities in 13 largest
cities has revealed the differences in the level and dynamics of prices for water and
wastewater services in the group of public utilities and public private water utilities. In
2011-2014 the level and growth price rates in the group of public private partnerships
were higher than in group of municipal water utilities. Thus, the involvement of private
operators has not yet lead to the expected reduction in prices.

Keywords: public utilities; public private partnerships; water utilities; pricing for water :
and wastewater services; institutional arrangements; economic efficiency >
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The paper deals with the impact of informal institutions on the definition of the vector
integration processes and the development of integration processes in the countries of the
Customs Union and Ukraine. The degree of scientific development of the phenomenon in
different economic schools is determined in this article. Economic mentality is a basic
informal institutions, which determines the degree of effectiveness of the integration
processes. This paper examines the nature, characteristics and effects of economic
mentality on the economic activities of people. Ethnometrichal method allows to quantify
the economic mentality that enables deeper understanding and analysis of the formation
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and functioning of political and economic system, especially business and management,
establishing contacts with other cultures. It was measured modern Belarusian economic
mentality based on international methodology Hofstede and compared with the economic
mentality of Russia, Ukraine and Kazakhstan. With the help of cluster analysis
congruence economic mentality of the Customs Union and Ukraine was determined.
Economic mentality of these countries was also compared with the economic mentality of
other countries in order to identify the main types of economic culture.

Keywords: informal institutions; economic mentality; Customs Union; clustering;
congruence, convergence.
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